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or any kinds of outdoor activities could
be so devastated and yet would be left
without the resources, simply because
they didn’t meet a population density
number. To me, we need to address this
because these communities are inte-
gral parts of our larger United States
and the economic stability of many of
our States.

We want to continue to make these
improvements in our system. As I said,
the chairwoman of the Energy and Nat-
ural Resources Committee allowed sev-
eral hearings to take place, and we
want to continue the efforts in working
with our colleagues to make sure that
we are moving forward on this issue in
providing all the resources that we can.

I wish to address one issue, and that
is that we are not going to get this
overall solution by simply clearcutting
large swaths of land in which we
haven’t made the right assessments. I
say that because we have had so many
issues in the State of Washington
where dangerous erosion has taken
place in those circumstances, but it is
clear that we all agree that massive
fuel reduction does need to take place.

I look forward to working with my
colleague on that because there are
many ways in which we can prevent
and fight our national wildland fires. I
look forward to working with Senator
MURKOWSKI, and I thank her for getting
us real money—a 50-percent increase—
that doesn’t require another declara-
tion, doesn’t require a future event. It
is there, and we can start using it.
Let’s go to work with our colleagues in
defining how we do hazardous fuel re-
duction in the most aggressive way
possible, giving our communities bet-
ter tools to fight these fires in the fu-
ture, and working to make sure that
we have the best equipment and the
best resources for those individuals
who are fighting those fires.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Alaska.

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
want to thank the Senator from Wash-
ington for not only her comments here
this evening but for her leadership and
guidance in this area. When your State
is hard hit by these disasters, you learn
a lot. You learn a lot about what works
in the process and, unfortunately, what
doesn’t work. When you cannot get a
cat to run a fire break because it
doesn’t have the appropriate card or
designation, people come to us and say:
Well, that is crazy. And you have to
agree; it is crazy. We can do better.
When we are talking about the issue of
wildland fire and management, it is
this management piece that I really
hope we can get to, because it is not
just about throwing more money at the
fires and hoping that we get it right. It
is not only about ensuring that we
prioritize and get it right with suppres-
sion dollars, but also that we are work-
ing aggressively to deal with the pre-
vention, with hazardous fuels reduc-
tion, with actively managing these
issues. That is how we are going to be
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making the headway. That is where we
need to be working collaboratively,
whether you are from a very open, re-
mote, and large State such as Alaska
or whether you are a State that sees
smaller fires that have a catastrophic
impact on your local economies. I
know that Senator CANTWELL has ar-
ticulated that very, very clearly within
the committee.

We have our work cut out in front of
us. I worked on a statement that in-
cluded no shortage of fire puns and
needing to put a damper on this 10-
alarm fire that was out there, but I de-
cided that the issue of fire was not a
joke or a laughing matter for anybody.

We have a lot of work to do, and I am
ready to do it. I am rolling up my
sleeves and looking forward to a lot of
cooperation from my colleagues as we
address this very important priority.

With that, I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

———

MAKING FURTHER CONTINUING
APPROPRIATIONS FOR FISCAL
YEAR 2016

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.J. Res. 78, which was re-
ceived from the House; that the joint
resolution be read a third time and the
Senate vote on passage of the resolu-
tion with no intervening action or de-
bate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the joint resolution
by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A joint resolution (H.J. Res. 78) making
further continuing appropriations for fiscal
year 2016, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the joint resolu-
tion.

The joint resolution was ordered to a
third reading and was read the third
time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
further debate on the joint resolution?

If not, the joint resolution having
been read the third time, the question
is, Shall the joint resolution pass?

The joint resolution (H.J. Res. 78)
was passed.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the mo-
tion to reconsider be made and laid
upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

—————

SIGNING AUTHORITY

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the major-
ity leader be authorized to sign duly
enrolled bills or joint resolutions on
Wednesday, December 16.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Ms. MURKOWSKI. I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
TiLLIS). The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——————

EXTENSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——————

TRIBUTE TO NEW ZEALAND
AMBASSADOR MICHAEL MOORE

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, my
friend Chairman HATCH and I rise today
to offer our sincere gratitude to Am-
bassador Michael Moore of New Zea-
land who is returning to his home
country after more than 5 years here in
Washington and a long, successful ca-
reer as a beloved public servant.

With roots as a union organizer, he
rose to become Prime Minister of New
Zealand and later served as a Director-
General of the World Trade Organiza-
tion. He dedicated much of his career
to the belief that freer trade can help
address some of the most intractable
challenges facing impoverished people
around the globe.

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I am
happy to join my friend and Finance
Committee colleague in expressing our
gratitude to Ambassador Moore. Here
in Washington, he witnessed the pas-
sage of three trade agreements, as well
as historic trade legislation earlier this
year that reflects many of the values
he fought to instill in global trade pol-
icy. Ambassador Moore was always
there with advice and good counsel as
we navigated difficult waters, and his
irrepressible spirit and good humor will
be sorely missed.

Mr. WYDEN. As they say in New Zea-
land, ‘‘He tangeta, he tangeta, he
tangeta,”” which translated from the
Maori language roughly means, ‘‘peo-
ple are the most important thing.”

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

CONGRATULATING THE WILDY
FAMILY

e Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, today
I wish to congratulate the Wildy fam-
ily for being named the 2015 Arkansas
Farm Family of the Year.

This honor recognizes the dedication
of Wildy Family Farms and David and
Patty Wildy to Arkansas’s No. 1 indus-
try.

The Wildy family settled in Mis-
sissippi County in 1914 and has been on
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